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it* Consequently, each man is his brother's keeper and
made to feel that he is responsible for the good conduct
of all others*

Such a system, of course, is liable to be abused* For
example, the reliance upon mutual help may encourage
a profligate member to waste his money or to lead an
indolent life* Since there are always others to help him,
he need not exert himself or do any work* And if this
example be followed by others, numerous parasites will
be developed* This is a great injustice to the conscien-
tious few who attempt to keep the family together, and it
certainly does not promote the greatest efficiency if a few
industrious ones have to support a whole 'crowd of good-
for-nothing hangers-on*

In the individualistic system, however, there is no room
for such mutual help or mutual responsibility* Each
individual must be independent and shift for himself*
In so doing, he develops originality and self-reliance,
and there is no room for parasitism* If you want to eat
your bread, you must work for it by the sweat of your brow*
If you want to starve, there is none to give you a helping
hand* A few charitable people may step in to relieve you
from temporary starvation, but then you are no longer
one of those who earn their living by honest labour* To
live upon anotherfs charity is to sell your birthright of
self-respect and, in the end, you sink to the level of those
who must either perish or subsist on other people's alms*
Such a fate is never relished by those who prize their
noble heritage of independence, and therefore everybody
tries his utmost to avert it*

On the other hand, an individual works for only his